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domestic fowl is undoubted, as I have myself seen a splendid

hybrid c-ock bird, but, owing to his extreme pugnacity, I

obtained no satisfactory proof of further offspring being

attributed to him. According to native testimony, the

Jungle-fowl in the villages adjoining the wild forests freely

mix with the domestic birds.

The breeding-season cannot, I think, be confined to any

particular time, as I have taken the eggs in both monsoons,

and on one occasion I took as many as six from a single

nest. The colour is a soft brownish stone, and in some

faintly pinkish, finely marked with dots and spots of brown.

Endemic.

167. Gallopkrdix bicalcarata (Legge, B. of C. p. 741,

pi. xxxiii.).

This handsome " Partridge " is very generally distributed

over the entire province wherever there is bush or forest

cover. It is an exceedingly shy bird, and therefore far more

frequently heard than seen, as it very rarely ventures into

the open and runs the moment it is alarmed.

It breeds during the latter part of the north-east monsoon

and well into the opposite one. The eggs are laid on the

bare ground, usually by the side of some fallen tree or other

like cover, and are from two to four in number (I have often

taken four), of a fine cream-colour, with white specks of no

very uniform distribution over the surface. The species is

confined to Ceylon.

XLVI.

—

A List of the Birds collected by Mr. Alfred Sharpe,

C.B., in Nyasaland. By Captain G. E. Shelley, F.Z.S.

With Prefatory Remarks by P. L. Sclater, M.A., Ph.D.,

F.R.S.

I. Introduction. By P. L. S.

On succeeding to the Governorship of the Protectorate of

Nyasaland, Mr. Alfred Sharpe resolved to continue the

scientific investigations so long and so successfully carried

on by Sir Harry Johnston, his predecessor in office, and



552 Capt, G. E. ShcUcy on

besides other objects of much interest*, has from time to

time transmitted to me several collections of birds, containing

altogether 329 specimens. Of these Cupt. Shelley, as in the

case of Sir Harry Johnston's collections, has kindly under-

taken the determinations, and, as will be seen by the

subjoined list, has referred them to 167 species. Of

these species 23 are now recorded for the first time as

belonging to the avifauna af Nyasaland, and two arc new

to science.

Mr. Sharije, Avho is now in England, taking a well-earned

rest, has kindly supplied me with the following no'.es on the

localities w^here these birds were collected :

—

Chiradzulu.— A. high mountain between Zomba and

Blautyre rising to 6000 feet above the sea-level, with steep,

rocky sides, and the usual brush at the foot. The plains at

the foot are about 2800 feet above the sea-level.

Fo)-t Hill.—The northernmost station in the Protectorate

of British Central Africa. It is three days' journey N.E. of

Karonga, on the so-called " Stevenson Road " from Nyasato

Tanganyika. It is 5000 feet above the sea^ cold and windy.

Being just on the water-parting, it has no large streams.

Karoriga.—A station at the north end of Lake Nyasa, on

the lake-shore.

Kasunyu.—This place lies 5000 feet above sea-level, 60

miles to the west of Lake Nyasa. It is bleak and cold.

Kotakota.—A station on the west shore of Lake Nyasa,

on the lake-level. An important starting-point for transport

to places on the west of the lake.

Likwemi River.—A stream on the road from Zomba to the

Upper Shire River, about 18 miles from Zomba.

Lufira River.—A stream on the " Stevenson Road,'^ about

35 miles from Karonga (north end of Nyasa)

.

Mtondice River.—A stream in the plains lying between

Zomba and Milanji. The elevation is from 2000 to 2500

feet. The banks of the streams are thickly wooded. Away
from the banks there is the usual sparse bush.

Mwanza.—A river ruiining into the Shire River (on the

* See Mr. Thomas's paper on the Mammals obtained by Mr. Sharpe,

Proc. Zool. Snc. 1808 p. .391.
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right bank). This is the only district in B. C. A. in which

the Inyala {Tragelaphus angasi) has been found,

Namaramba Lake.—A long narrow lake at the source of

tlie Lujenda River, 1750 feet above the sea-level. There is

much game here. It has a hot and dry climate, with a

small rainfall.

Nkata.—An administration station on the west shore of

Lake Nyasa, 30 miles north of Bandawe. It has a moister

climate than any pait of Lake Nyasa, and the rainfall is

distributed more equally throughout the year. It was 85
inches last year.

Palombe R'lrcr.—This river runs through Zomba and the

Milanji plains into Lake Shirwa.

Shirwa Lake.—A marshy, ill-smelling, hot lake, lying

about 12 miles east of Zomba, about 1800 feet above the

sea. Great quantities of birds of all kinds are found here.

The lake, which has no great depth of water, swarms with

mosquitos. There are several rocky islands, on one of which
are large deposits of Iceland-spar.

Songwe River.—A river which forms part of the Anglo-

German boundary between Nyasa and Tanganyika. It is a

sluggish stream, thickly overgrown with jungly growth.

Its elevation is from 2000 to 2500 feet.

II. List of thk Collection, with Localities and

References to 'The Birds of Africa.^ By G. E. S.

Name.
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